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2 Corinthians 12:11-13:3a (ESV): “I have been a fool!  
You forced me to it, for I ought to have been 
commended by you.  For I was not at all inferior to 
these super-apostles, even though I am nothing. 
12 The signs of a true apostle were performed among 
you with utmost patience, with signs and wonders 
and mighty works. 13 For in what were you less 
favored than the rest of the churches, except that I 
myself did not burden you?  
Forgive me this wrong!...” 



Disaster Relief

“…14 Here for the third time I am ready to come to 
you. And I will not be a burden, for I seek not what is 
yours but you. For children are not obligated to save 
up for their parents, but parents for their children. 
15 I will most gladly spend and be spent for your 
souls.  If I love you more, am I to be loved less? 16 But 
granting that I myself did not burden you, I was crafty, 
you say, and got the better of you by deceit….”
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“…17 Did I take advantage of you through any of 
those whom I sent to you? 18 I urged Titus to go, and 
sent the brother with him.  Did Titus take advantage 
of you?  Did we not act in the same spirit?  Did we not 
take the same steps? 19 Have you been thinking all 
along that we have been defending ourselves to you?  
It is in the sight of God that we have been speaking in 
Christ, and all for your upbuilding, beloved….”
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“…20 For I fear that perhaps when I come I may find 
you not as I wish, and that you may find me not as 
you wish – that perhaps there may be quarreling, 
jealousy, anger, hostility, slander, gossip, conceit, and 
disorder. 21 I fear that when I come again my God 
may humble me before you, and I may have to mourn 
over many of those who sinned earlier and have not 
repented of the impurity, sexual immorality, and 
sensuality that they have 
practiced….”
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“…13:1 This is the third time I am coming to you.  
Every charge must be established by the evidence of 
two or three witnesses. 2 I warned those who sinned 
before and all the others, and I warn them now while 
absent, as I did when present on my second visit, that 
if I come again I will not spare them – 3 since you seek 
proof that Christ is speaking in me.”
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2 Corinthians 13:3b-4 (ESV): “He is not 
weak in dealing with you, but is powerful 
among you. 4 For he was crucified in 
weakness, but lives by the power of God.  
For we also are weak in him, but in dealing 
with you we will live with him by the 
power of God.”
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1 Corinthians 6:19 (ESV): “Or do you not 
know that your body is a temple of the 
Holy Spirit within you, whom you have 
from God?”
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1 Corinthians 12:13 (ESV): “For in one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body –
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and all 
were made to drink of one Spirit.”
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Main Point

THE SAME JESUS THAT WAS IN 
PAUL

IS THE JESUS THAT’S IN US
ALL.
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2 Corinthians 10:7 (ESV): “Look at what is 
before your eyes. If anyone is confident 
that he is Christ’s, let him remind himself 
that just as he is Christ’s, so also are we.”
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Ephesians 1:17-20 (ESV): “[I pray] that the God of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of 
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 
18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you 
may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the 
saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 
power toward us who believe, according to the working 
of his great might 20 that he worked in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead.”
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John 15:5 (ESV): “I am the vine; you are 
the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I 
in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing.”
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Philippians 4:13 (ESV): “I can do all things 
through him who strengthens me.”
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2 Corinthians 3:17 (ESV): “The Lord is the 
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom.”
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2 Corinthians 13:5-6 (ESV): “Examine 
yourselves, to see whether you are in the 
faith.  Test yourselves.  Or do you not 
realize this about yourselves, that Jesus 
Christ is in you? – unless indeed you fail to 
meet the test! 6 I hope you will find out 
that we have not failed 
the test.”
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John 11:25 (ESV): “I am the resurrection 
and the life.  Whoever believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live.”
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Romans 6:23 (ESV): “For the wages of sin is 
death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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Luke 24:16 (ESV): “But their eyes were 
kept from recognizing him.”
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Luke 24:30-32 (ESV): “When he was at table 
with them, he took the bread and blessed and 
broke it and gave it to them. 31 And their eyes 
were opened, and they recognized him.  And he 
vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each 
other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us while 
he talked to us on the road, while he opened to 
us the Scriptures?’”
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Appliation

STOP 
THEORIZING 

ABOUT JESUS AND 
START

REALIZING.
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1 Corinthians 13:11-12 (ESV): “When I was a 
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child.  When I became a man, I 
gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a 
mirror dimly, but then face to face.  Now I know 
in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have 
been fully known.”
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2 Peter 1:3 (ESV): “His divine power has 
granted to us all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him who called us to his own glory and 
excellence.”
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John 20:27-29 (ESV): “Then he said to Thomas, 
‘Put your finger here; see my hands.  Reach out 
your hand and put it into my side.  Stop 
doubting and believe.’ 28 Thomas said to him, 
‘My Lord and my God!’ 29 Then Jesus told him, 
‘Because you have seen me, you have believed; 
blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.’”
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Mark 9:22-24 (ESV): “‘If you can do 
anything, take pity on us and help us.’ 23 
‘“If you can”?’ said Jesus. ‘Everything is 
possible for one who believes.’ 
24 Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, 
‘I do believe; help me overcome my 
unbelief!’”



Disaster Relief

Hebrews 12:1-2 (ESV): “Therefore, since 
we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every 
weight, and sin which clings so closely, 
and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter 
of our faith.”
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Romans 8:16 (ESV): “The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God.”
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Galatians 2:20 (ESV): “I have been crucified 
with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me.  And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me.”
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James 2:22 (ESV): “Faith was active along 
with his works, and faith was completed by 
his works.”
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2 Timothy 2:13 (ESV): “If we are faithless, 
he remains faithful – for he cannot deny 
himself.”
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Desperate for 

Eden
Hope makes a comeback.


