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Ecclesiastes 9:1-10 (ESV): “But all this I laid to heart, 
examining it all, how the righteous and the wise and 
their deeds are in the hand of God.  Whether it is 
love or hate, man does not know; both are before 
him. 2 It is the same for all, since the same event 
happens to the righteous and the wicked, to the 
good and the evil, to the clean 
and the unclean, to him who 
sacrifices and him who does 
not sacrifice….”
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“…As the good one is, so is the sinner, and he who 
swears is as he who shuns an oath. 3 This is an evil in 
all that is done under the sun, that the same event 
happens to all.  Also, the hearts of the children of 
man are full of evil, and madness is in their hearts 
while they live, and after that they go to the dead. 
4 But he who is joined with all the 
living has hope, for a living dog is 
better than a dead lion….”
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“…5 For the living know that they will die, but the 
dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, 
for the memory of them is forgotten. 6 Their love 
and their hate and their envy have already perished, 
and forever they have no more share in all that is 
done under the sun. 7 Go, eat your bread with joy, 
and drink your wine with a merry 
heart, for God has already 
approved what you do….”
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“…8 Let your garments be always white.  Let not oil 
be lacking on your head. 9 Enjoy life with the wife 
whom you love, all the days of your vain life that he 
has given you under the sun, because that is your 
portion in life and in your toil at which you toil under 
the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it 
with your might, for there is no 
work or thought or knowledge 
or wisdom in Sheol, to which 
you are going.”
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1 Kings 3:9 (ESV): “Give your servant 
therefore an understanding mind to 
govern your people, that I may discern 
between good and evil, for who is able to 
govern this your great people?”
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1 Kings 3:12-13 (ESV): “Behold, I give you a 
wise and discerning mind, so that none like 
you has been before you and none like you 
shall arise after you. 13 I give you also 
what you have not asked, both riches and 
honor, so that no other 
king shall compare with 
you, all your days.’”
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Ecclesiastes 2:10-11 (ESV): “And whatever my eyes 
desired I did not keep from them.  I kept my heart 
from no pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in all 
my toil, and this was my reward for all my toil. 
11 Then I considered all that my hands had done and 
the toil I had expended in doing it, and behold, all 
was vanity and a striving after 
wind, and there was nothing
to be gained under the sun.”
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Ecclesiastes 3:20-21 (ESV): “All go to one 
place. All are from the dust, and to dust all 
return. 21 Who knows whether the spirit 
of man goes upward and the spirit of the 
beast goes down into the earth?”
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1 Corinthians 15:26 (ESV): “The last enemy 
to be destroyed is death.”
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John 11:25 (ESV): “Jesus said to her, ‘I am 
the resurrection and the life.  Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 
live.”
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1 John 5:13 (ESV): “I write these things to 
you who believe in the name of the Son of 
God, that you may know that you have 
eternal life.”
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1 Corinthians 15:53-55 (ESV): “For this perishable 
body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal 
body must put on immortality. 54 When the 
perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal 
puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the 
saying that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in 
victory. 55 O death, where is your 
victory? O death, where is your 
sting?’”
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Hebrews 11:27-28 (ESV): “And just as it is 
appointed for man to die once, and after 
that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having 
been offered once to bear the sins of 
many, will appear a second time, not to 
deal with sin but to save 
those who are eagerly
waiting for him.”
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“No honester man is to be found

Than he who sleeps the clock around.  

Of malice and ambition free,

The more he sleeps, the sleepier he.

No plots and schemes infest his head, 

But dreams of getting back to bed.

His spirit bears no worldly taint;

Scratch a sluggard, and find a 

saint….”
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“…Stalin and Hitler while they sleep

Are harmless as a baby sheep;

Tyrants who cause the earth to quake

Are only dangerous when awake.

This world would be a happier place,

And happier the human race,

And all our pilots be less Pontius

If people spent more time 

unconscious.”
(From Ogden Nash’s poem A Plea for a League of Sleep, 1935)



The

is Cast
DIE

Ephesians 5:14 (ESV): “Awake, O sleeper, 

and arise from the dead, and Christ will 

shine on you.”
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Ecclesiastes 4:1-2 (ESV): “Again I saw all the 

oppressions that are done under the sun.  And 

behold, the tears of the oppressed, and they had no 

one to comfort them!  On the side of their 

oppressors there was power, and there was no one 

to comfort them. 2 And I thought the dead who are 

already dead more fortunate 

than the living who are still 

alive.”
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Point
MAIN

THE REALITY OF

PERISHING 

MAKES LIFE WORTH

CHERISHING.
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Philippians 1:21-25 (ESV): “For to me to live is Christ, and 

to die is gain. 22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means 

fruitful labor for me.  Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 

23 I am hard pressed between the two.  My desire is to 

depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24 But to 

remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25 

Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue 

with you all, for your progress and 

joy in the faith.”
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1 Thessalonians 4:15-16 (ESV): “For this we declare 

to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are 

alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will 

not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For 

the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry 

of command, with the voice of an archangel, and 

with the sound of the trumpet of 

God.  And the dead in Christ will 

rise first.”
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Romans 8:19-21 (ESV): “For the creation waits with 

eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 

20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not 

willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 

hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from 

its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of 

the glory of the children of God.”
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ication
APPL

STOP WORRYING ABOUT ESCAPING 

THIS WORLD 

AND 

START GOING ABOUT RESHAPING 

IT.
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John 17:15-18 (ESV): “I do not ask that you take 

them out of the world, but that you keep them 

from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, 

just as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them in 

the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me 

into the world, so I have sent 

them into the world.”
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Philippians 1:6 (ESV): “And I am sure of 

this, that he who began a good work in 

you will bring it to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ.”
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Next Week: John 10:1-21


