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“Discoverers don’t have a right to name 
an element. They have a right to suggest 
a name. And, of course, we didn’t infringe 
on that at all.” 
(Anthony R. Arduengo III, as quoted in requoted in the 
Los Angeles Times article Out of His Element: Discovery 
Won’t Be Named for Chemist--Because He’s Alive by 
Thomas H. Maugh II, October 12, 1994)
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A Man in His Element
The Life and Times of Elijah

Next Week  //  I Kings 18:1-40
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1 Kings 17 (ESV): “Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe
in Gilead, said to Ahab, ‘As the LORD, the God of 
Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall be 
neither dew nor rain these years, except by my 
word.’ 2 And the word of the  LORD came to him:  
3 ‘Depart from here and turn eastward and hide 
yourself by the brook Cherith, which is 
east of the Jordan….”
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“…4 You shall drink from the brook, and I have 
commanded the ravens to feed you there.’ 5 So he 
went and did according to the word of the LORD. 
He went and lived by the brook Cherith that is east 
of the Jordan. 6 And the ravens brought him bread 
and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in 
the evening, and he drank from the brook. 
7 And after a while the brook 
dried up, because there was no 
rain in the land.”
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1 Kings 17:8-16 (ESV): “Then the word of the LORD 
came to him, 9 ‘Arise, go to Zarephath, which 
belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. Behold, I have 
commanded a widow there to feed you.’ 10 So he 
arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came 
to the gate of the city, behold, a widow was there 
gathering sticks. And he called to her and 
said, ‘Bring me a little water in a 
vessel, that I may drink.’…”
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“…11 And as she was going to bring it, he called to 
her and said, ‘Bring me a morsel of bread in your 
hand.’ 12 And she said, ‘As the LORD your God 
lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of flour 
in a jar and a little oil in a jug. And now I am 
gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and 
prepare it for myself and my son, that we 
may eat it and die….’
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“…13 And Elijah said to her, ‘Do not fear; go and do 
as you have said. But first make me a little cake of 
it and bring it to me, and afterward make 
something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus 
says the LORD, the God of Israel, “The jar of flour 
shall not be spent, and the jug of oil shall not be 
empty, until the day that the LORD sends 
rain upon the earth….”
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“…15 And she went and did as Elijah said. And she 
and he and her household ate for many days. 
16 The jar of flour was not spent, neither did the 
jug of oil become empty, according to the word of 
the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.”
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1 Kings 17:17-24 (ESV): “After this the son of the woman, the 
mistress of the house, became ill. And his illness was so severe 
that there was no breath left in him. 18 And she said to Elijah, 
‘What have you against me, O man of God? You have come to 
me to bring my sin to remembrance and to cause the death of 
my son!’ 19 And he said to her, ‘Give me your son.’ And he 
took him from her arms and carried him up into the upper 
chamber where he lodged, and laid him on his own bed. 
20 And he cried to the LORD, ‘O LORD 
my God, have you brought calamity 
even upon the widow with whom I 
sojourn, by killing her son?’…”
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“…21 Then he stretched himself upon the child three times and 
cried to the LORD, ‘O LORD my God, let this child’s life come 
into him again.’ 22 And the LORD listened to the voice of 
Elijah. And the life of the child came into him again, and he 
revived. 23 And Elijah took the child and brought him down 
from the upper chamber into the house and delivered him to 
his mother. And Elijah said, ‘See, your son lives.’ 24 And the 
woman said to Elijah, ‘Now I know that you are a man of God, 
and that the word of the LORD in your 
mouth is truth.’”
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WE ARE
PERFECTED 

THROUGH THE
UNEXPECTED.

main Point
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Proverbs 27:1 (ESV): “Do not boast about 
tomorrow, for you do not know what a 
day may bring.”
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James 4:13-14 (ESV): “Come now, you 
who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go 
into such and such a town and spend a 
year there and trade and make a profit’—
14 yet you do not know what tomorrow 
will bring.”
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Luke 12:18-20 (ESV): “And he said, ‘I will do this: I 
will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and 
there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And 
I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
merry.”’ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night 
your soul is required of you, and the things 
you have prepared, whose will 
they be?’”
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“Through the very act of asking people, I connected with 
them. And when you connect with them, people want to 
help you. It’s kind of counterintuitive for a lot of artists 
— they don’t want to ask for things. It’s not easy to ask… 
Asking makes you vulnerable.... But the perfect tools 
can’t help us if we can’t face each other, and give and 
receive fearlessly — but, more importantly, to ask 
without shame… When we really see 
each other, we want to help each 
other.” 
(From Amanda Palmer’s TED talk in February of 2013)
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“The idea is to let adults make their own 
rules, their own exchanges, their own 
decisions. We all value different things 
and experiences in different ways — and 
we can get very creative about it, and 
about the ways we help 
each other.” 
(Amanda Palmer, in her interview with Maria Popova 
of The Marginalian)
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THE
IMPROBABLE.

applicati    n
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Jeremiah 32:27 (ESV): “Behold, I am the 
LORD, the God of all flesh. Is anything too 
hard for me?”
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Mark 10:27 (ESV): “With man it is 
impossible, but not with God. For all 
things are possible with God.”



elemen     ry 

edu    tion

John 14:13-14 (ESV): “Whatever you ask 
in my name, this I will do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask 
me anything in my name, I will do it.”
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James 4:2 (ESV): “You do not have, 
because you do not ask.”
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A Man in His Element
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