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“I was hospitalized in the hospital ward, and I saw people 
die. And many times, I thought that if religion fulfills the 
function of helping to die well, bless religion! In the 
dilemma of life and death we need to believe in 
something else. There, it is not corrupted. Let’s take care 
of it, pay attention to religion! I, with my limits, cannot 
question it. That’s why I 
respect it. Religion is a human service, a 
human need.” (Former president José Mujica in an interview with Aletia, as 

quoted and translated into English in the article “Mujica: ‘Religion 
is a Human Need’” in El Observador on March 15, 2017)







“I’m called ‘the poorest president,’ but I don’t feel 
poor. Poor people are those who only work to try to 
keep an expensive lifestyle, and always want more 
and more. This is a matter of freedom. If you don’t 
have many possessions then you don’t need to work 
all your life like a slave to sustain them, 
and therefore you have more time for 
yourself.” 
(José Mujica, as quoted in Vladimir Hernandez’s article “José 
Mujica: The World’s ‘Poorest’ President” at bbc.com on 
November 15, 2012)



“[The Uruguay worker] works longer than before. But why? 
Because he needs to make monthly payments for the 
motorcycle, the car, more and more payments, and when he’s 
done with that, he realizes he is a rheumatic old man, like me, 
and his life is already over….[D]evelopment cannot go against 
happiness. It has to work in favor of human happiness, of love 
on Earth, human relationships, caring for children, having  
    friends, having our basic needs covered. 
    Precisely because this is the most precious 
    treasure we have; happiness.” 
    (From José Mujica’s speech at the United Nations  
    Conference on Sustainable Development on June 20, 
    2012)
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John 13:1-17 (ESV): “Now before the Feast of the Passover, 
when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this 
world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the 
world, he loved them to the end. 2 During supper, when the 
devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 
son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given 
all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and 
was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He laid aside his 
outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 
5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the 
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was 
wrapped around him.…”



“…6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, do you 
wash my feet?’ 7 Jesus answered him, ‘What I am doing you do 
not understand now, but afterward you will understand.’ 
8 Peter said to him, ‘You shall never wash my feet.’ Jesus 
answered him, ‘If I do not wash you, you have no share with 
me.’ 9 Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also 
my hands and my head!’ 10 Jesus said to him, ‘The one who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is 
completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of 
you.’…”



“…11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he 
said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ 12 When he had washed their 
feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, he 
said to them, ‘Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 
You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 
If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you 
an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. 
16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his 
master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 
17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.’”
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Main Point
TRUTH WITHOUT    

   HUMILITY 
 BREEDS
   FUTILITY.



Matthew 23:2-12 (ESV): “The scribes and the Pharisees 
sit on Moses’ seat, 3 so do and observe whatever they 
tell you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but 
do not practice. 4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to 
bear, and lay them on people’s shoulders, but they 
themselves are not willing to move them with their 
finger. 5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For 
they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes 
long, 6 and they love the place of honor at feasts and the 
best seats in the synagogues…”



“…7 and greetings in the marketplaces and being called 
rabbi by others. 8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for 
you have one teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And 
call no man your father on earth, for you have one 
Father, who is in heaven. 10 Neither be called 
instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ. 
11 The greatest among you shall be your servant. 
12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 
whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”





Matthew 23:13 (ESV): “But woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you 
shut the kingdom of heaven in people's 
faces. For you neither enter yourselves 
nor allow those who would enter to go 
in.”











John 3:16-17 (ESV): “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 17 For God 
did not send his Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.”



James 2:15-19 (ESV): “If a brother or sister is poorly 
clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says 
to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,’ without 
giving them the things needed for the body, what good 
is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, ‘You have faith 
and I have works.’ Show me your faith apart from your 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You 
believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons 
believe—and shudder!”



John 6:40 (ESV): “For this is the will of my 
Father, that everyone who looks on the 
Son and believes in him should have 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the 
last day.”
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Main Point
HUMBLE THE MESSENGER 
  OR 

 FUMBLE THE MESSAGE.



Matthew 11:25-29 (NIV): “I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little 
children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to 
do. 27 All things have been committed to me by my Father. 
No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 
the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 
yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”



1 Corinthians 1:17-18 (ESV): “For Christ 
did not send me to baptize but to preach 
the gospel, and not with words of 
eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ 
be emptied of its power. 18 For the word 
of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved 
it is the power of God.”
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A Rock of a Man 
Next Week: Luke 22:31-62
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