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Freedom or Religion

Amos 5:21-24 (ESV): “I hate, I despise your feasts, and I 
take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 22 Even 
though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain 
offerings, I will not accept them; and the peace offerings 
of your fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 
23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the 
melody of your harps I will not listen. 24 But let justice 
roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-
flowing stream.”
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Freedom or Religion

Amos 7:12-15 (ESV): “And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, 
go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, 
and prophesy there, 13 but never again prophesy at 
Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of 
the kingdom.’ 14 Then Amos answered and said to 
Amaziah, ‘I was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but I 
was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. 15 But 
the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord 
said to me, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.”’”



Freedom or Religion

Amos 5:21-24 (NIV): “I hate, I despise your religious 
festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. 22 Even 
though you bring me burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
I will not accept them. Though you bring choice 
fellowship offerings, I will have no regard for them. 23 
Away with the noise of your songs! I will not listen to the 
music of your harps. 24 But let justice roll on like a river, 
righteousness like a never-failing stream!”



Freedom or Religion

Amos 2:7 (NIV): “They trample on the heads of the 
poor as on the dust of the ground and deny justice 
to the oppressed.”



Freedom or Religion

Amos 2:7 (NIV): “They trample on the heads of the 
poor as on the dust of the ground and deny justice 
to the oppressed.”

Amos 5:12 (ESV): “For I know how many are your 
transgressions and how great are your sins—you 
who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and 
turn aside the needy in the gate.”
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Freedom or Religion

1 Corinthians 10:25 (ESV): “Eat whatever 
is sold in the meat market without raising 
any question on the ground of 
conscience. 26 For ‘the earth is the Lord’s, 
and the fullness thereof.’”
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Freedom or Religion

2 Corinthians 3:17 (ESV): “And where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”
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Main Point

RELIGION IS NOT THE 
  POINT; 
TO GOD IT SIMPLY 
  POINTS.



Freedom or Religion

James 1:27 (ESV): “Religion that is pure 
and undefiled before God the Father is 
this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
affliction.”



Freedom or Religion

John 5:39-40 (NLT): “You search the 
Scriptures because you think they give 
you eternal life. But the Scriptures point 
to me! 40 Yet you refuse to come to me to 
receive this life.”



Freedom or Religion

Matthew 15:8 (ESV): “This people honors 
me with their lips, but their heart is far 
from me.”
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Application

DON’T 
  STRAIN 
    FOR 
      SINCERITY, 
RATHER 
  GAIN 
    MORE 
      CLARITY.
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Hosea 6:6 (ESV): “For I desire steadfast 
love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of 
God rather than burnt offerings.”
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